Lack of effect of ET antibody or SB 209670 on endotoxin-induced renal failure.
Elevated plasma levels of endothelin-1 (ET-1) in patients with septic shock have implicated ET-1 in the vascular hypoperfusion and organ dysfunction, including renal failure, that occur in this condition. Administration of endotoxin to rats induces renal dysfunction characterized by increased blood urea nitrogen (BUN) and plasma creatinine (Cr) levels. Here, we have found that neither SB 209670 (an ETA and ETB receptor antagonist) nor an affinity-purified ET antibody blocked the endotoxin-induced changes in renal function, suggesting that ET-1 is not involved in the pathophysiology of endotoxin-induced renal dysfunction.